Purchasing Commission Act

Regulatory Requirements

The Province of British Columbia's Regulatory Reform Policy (revised August 2002) defines a regulatory requirement to mean "a compulsion, obligation, demand or prohibition placed by legislation or regulation on an individual, entity or activity".  Application of this definition to the Purchasing Commission Act identified the following 20 regulatory requirements.

	
	Section
	Provision

	1
	4(1)(a)
	The commission must acquire supplies required by the government and, on request, supplies required by government institutions.

	2
	4(1)(b)
	The commission must direct the establishment, maintenance and operation of depots or warehouses in which supplies of the government and government institutions may be stored and from which they may be distributed.

	3
	4(1)(c)
	The commission must supervise the distribution of supplies for the government and, on request, supervise the distribution of supplies for government institutions.

	4
	4(1)(d)
	The commission must provide advice and assistance to the government and, on request, to government institutions in order that

(i) supplies and services of the most advantageous and suitable type on an economically effective and environmentally sound basis may be utilized, and

(ii) uniformity in supplies and services may be attained if desirable.

	5
	4(1)(e)
	The commission must create and arrange opportunities for the government and government institutions to acquire supplies and services at rates and on terms and conditions conducive to the economic and environmental well-being of British Columbia.

	6
	4(1)(f)
	The commission must in conjunction with the performance of its other duties and with the exercise of its powers, arrange, encourage and facilitate other transactions conducive to the economic and environmental well-being of British Columbia.

	7
	4(1)(g)
	The commission must recommend to the government policies to be applied in the acquisition and disposition of supplies.

	8
	5
	The government, or any person on its behalf, must not acquire supplies except in accordance with this Act.

	9
	6(1)
	The commission must comply with this section in providing supplies to a government ministry or a government institution.

	10
	6(2)
	Every government ministry and government institution must comply with this section in acquiring supplies from the commission.

	11
	6(3)
	A government ministry or government institution requiring supplies must deliver to the commission a requisition specifying the requirements.

	12
	6(4)
	Every requisition must be authorized by the minister in charge of the government ministry or government institution affected, or by the minister's deputy or another person authorized to act on behalf of the minister.

	13
	10(1)
	All supplies requisitioned must, when the requisition is filled, be charged to the ministry or government institution making the requisition.

	14
	12(1)
	If practicable, the commission must obtain competitive prices of all supplies and services purchased by it.

	15
	12(2)
	The commission must keep records of the prices.

	16
	16(a)
	The commission must keep adequate records of all its transactions.

	17
	16(b)
	The commission must direct the manner in which inventories must be prepared.

	18
	18
	The commission must present to the Legislative Assembly an annual report of the business of the commission.

	19
	21(4)
	All money received by the commission by way of return on money expended from the account must be credited to the account.

	20
	21(5)
	Except to the extent permitted under subsection (6), the cumulative expenditures from the account must not be greater than the cumulative amount of money credited to the account as required by subsection (4).


In addition to this 'regulatory requirements', the Purchasing Commission Act contains additional provisions that more appropriately reside in a policy framework, including the provisions authorizing the commission to make rules prescribing the manner in which charges are made, (s. 10(2)), and prescribe forms of contract to be used in the purchase of supplies and services (s. 15).

